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Happy New Year! It's a little early to offer this
phrase in celebration of a new calendar year, but
our church calendar begins anew with the start of
Advent on December 1. Advent/Christmas/
Epiphany is one of my favorite times in the life of
the church.

I look forward to the preparation and anticipation
of Christmas Day during Advent. I like the waiting
and watching encouraged during Advent as we
prepare our hearts and home to receive the
newborn King. I love the celebration of Christmas
and singing with great energy, “Joy to the World
the Lord has come!” I love the kiddos in their
Christmas dresses and bow ties and being
surrounded by my church family in candlelight.

And just when the world tells us the Christmas is
over on December 26, we get to respond that it is
not over. We continue celebrating Christ’s birth
through Epiphany Sunday. Because shouldn't the
news of Christ’s birth be celebrated for more than
one day?

I love the hope, peace, joy and love lifted up this
time of year. Not by worldly standards found in
gift getting, but in more holy ways that celebrate
the gifts of family, friends, faith, and fellowship.
Oh, but I do love gift giving! Finding a perfect
item or experience for someone I care about and
knowing it will be a blessing to them!

During this season, we celebrate other blessings
in the life of the church. In particular, we
celebrate Rev. Bob Zorn's retirement as Minister
of Visitation at Lewistown Presbyterian Church.
On December 29, we will give thanks to God for
Pastor Bob’s faithful witness to Jesus Christ for 26
years serving LPC.

Pastor Bob, and Carol, will continue worshipping
with us, thanks be to God! Join us the last
Sunday of December as we offer our thanks and

blessings to Pastor Bob during worship and at the
Community Luncheon after worship. Cards of
appreciation are welcomed this day, too.

I'm still making my way around to the families
and individuals of Lewistown Presbyterian Church
and if I haven’t met you, I look forward to doing
so this month. Two months as your interim pastor
has flown by with much energy, love, and
excitement. I'm impressed every day by those
leading the church, giving through the church, and
helping the church in a variety of ways. THANK
YOU for your interest in serving in a variety of
ways.

And if you and your family have stepped back
from worship attendance or involvement in the
church, I hope you will embrace this new church
calendar year as an opportunity to make a
“spiritual” new year resolution. Perhaps attending
worship or a bible study or getting involved with a
mission activity might be the best way to begin
your year in the right frame of mind. Our spiritual
journey was not meant to be lived alone. God
created us to be in community together and we
want you in our community each and every day.

Advent Blessings!
Pastor Sarah



THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

Rev. Robert Zorn, Minister of Visitation

For me, one of the greatest joys of the
Christmas season is watching again, and again,
the annual classic entitled, “A Christmas Story.” It
is based on a book written by Jean Shepherd and
tells of a little boy’s quest for the most desirable
Christmas gift that any boy could ever desire: a
Red Ryder, lever action, one thousand shot
carbine air rifle (B.B. gun) with a compass in the
stock. I feel a very close affinity with Ralphie and
his wish. Actually, we were very much alike in
both era and environment. My childhood was also
peopled with bullies and braggers and loving
mothers and compassionate teachers. I can even
remember driving a big Oldsmobile like the one
that Ralphie’s family owned. Abandoned cars and
broken wooden fences were in view every time we
walked to town. Coal-fired furnaces and
marauding neighborhood dogs were also a part of
our experience.

Miss Wiggins, our one-room, 8" grade school
teacher wisely never encouraged us to announce
and compare what we wished to receive for
Christmas. In our own family of seven Kkids,
“hinting” was definitely discouraged. Santa, aka
Mamma and Daddy, knew what we needed and
what was good for us. However, one year I
audaciously broke the “no hinting” rule and made
my heart’s desire known in several ways. I had
seen in one of the pages of the Boys Life
magazine a most wonderful prospective gift. It
was a khaki colored 2-cell flashlight with the lens
attached at a 90 degree angle and a belt clip on
the back. Like Ralphie, who needed the air rifle to
fend off the terrible Black Bart, I began to build
the case that I should be blessed with such a
magnificent gift. I took what I thought was a
reasonable course of action. I started early and
made many (not so subtly) inferences as to how it
would be good for me to have this flashlight.

Our farmhouse had been wired for electricity
the same year that I was born. Other buildings,
such as the barn, the chicken and pig houses,
were not wired. To visit those facilities to carry
feed and water in the early morning or evening
darkness it was necessary to carry a kerosene
lantern. I casually mentioned that if I had the
flashlight clipped to my belt, with my hands free, I
could carry both the feed and the water in the
same trip. Also, nocturnal visits to the little
necessary building in our backyard could be made

more safely with a lights. Then, there was the
safety factor. A battery-powered flashlight was
not likely to be tipped over and start a fire
(remember Mrs. O’Leary’s cow). Or if some
varmint should sneak into the hen house with
villainous intent, the flashlight and our old “22”
could quickly discourage the raider.

Imagine my joy on a Christmas morning. I
opened the tightly wrapped cylinder and found the
prize—the flashlight with the angled-head and the
belt clip. To this day, I can remember running out
the front door and pointing the light at our big old
elm tree, the tallest tree on the farm. The shaft of
light penetrated the darkness and illuminated the
tree to the highest branches. I knew then and
there that I would have to prove the inestimable
value of such a light. I believe that in the year
that followed, it fulfilled my greatest expectations.

I kept the light hanging on a nail behind our
kitchen door and never went out in the darkness
without it. It accompanied me to do the feeding,
to chase raccoons and rats away from the corn
crib, and to go out to the woods to see what our
old dog had treed. As winter faded into spring,
and I began to travel by bicycle, I clipped the light
to the basket at the front of the bike and safely
navigated the rough country lane where we lived.
Several years later, as I acquired my first car, I
carried that light. If one or both of the headlights
would go out, I could see which fuse to wrap with
chewing gum foil to restore the circuit. Then there
were flat tires. The light could be set upright and
would shine on the wheel that had to be changed.
Again, the ubiquitous light came to the rescue and
the task was safely completed. I kept and used
that flashlight for many years. It continued to
dispel darkness and guide my way.

Locations and situations change but in every
age and place there are fearsome shadows. In our
personal lives there may be perplexing problems
which seem to darken our future. And we are
certainly aware of the many world-wide conflicts
and disasters which cloud the way ahead for all
humanity. But Christ gives us hope. It is as if we
all have received a magnificent gift. It is a light to
guide us through the days and years ahead; a
light which can shine to the top of the highest
mountain and across the widest ocean and to the
branches of the tallest trees.



CHRISTIAN ED

Ginny Westover, Christian Ed Director

The closest I have come to royalty is watching
highlights from the wedding of England’s Prince
Harry and Meghan Markel last spring. Maybe
taking a virtual tour of The Crown Museum counts
for something, too. I can’t say that I know or
have been personally introduced to any modern
day king. While learning about one sounds
somewhat intriguing, the subject of monarchy
does not captivate my interest enough to
motivate me to invest the time and energy
needed to do the research. I am reminded during
this holiday season that there were, however, at
least two individuals (quite possibly more) many
centuries ago, who not only gave time and energy
to researching information about a King’'s
whereabouts, but gave up a significant number of
weeks to travel and find this royal One. These
doggedly determined detectives were, of course,
the “magi” whose story we find in the second
chapter of Matthew’s gospel. Their persistent
pursuit and joyous worship of King Jesus leaves
us with much to ponder and put into practice.

In the spirit of these three Ps, “Pursue,
Ponder, and Practice,” the Christian Education
Committee would like to offer a number of
resources to encourage our spiritual journeys as
families and individuals and help prepare us to
celebrate the birth of Christ. We will be doing this
in several ways. In the back of the sanctuary you
will find a table filled with a variety of Advent
materials; devotional booklets, coloring pages
(not just for kids, by the way...), calendars,
activities to do together as a family, crafts to
make, and books to enjoy (both children’s and
adult’s). Please help yourself to any that best fit
your style and schedule. Unless the material is
labeled "“Please enjoy and then return to
Lewistown Presbyterian Church,” it is yours to
keep!

We will also be utilizing the LPC Friends
Facebook page as a means to encourage and
interact with each other. Each day/week during
the months of December and January Pastor
Sarah or a member of the Christian Education
Committee will post a seasonal question. Read
each, ponder, and share vyour thoughts! All
comments should be made according to Ephesians

4:29, "only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those
who listen.” No matter how many times or how
few you are able to participate, your contribution
is valuable! Most of us spend time on the internet
each day, so why not jump onto the LPC Friends
page? It will be a great way to encourage one
another. Fun, too!

Instead of having an Advent Family Event this
year, the CE Committee has chosen to hold an
Epiphany Party on Saturday, January 4. In
western Christianity, Epiphany is traditionally a
feast day that commemorates the manifestation
(epiphany) of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, seen in
the visit of the Magi coming to worship the Child-
King, Jesus. There are so many rich truths and
blessings to be pursued and pondered in this
story! We can’t promise camel rides, but we can
promise a meaningful and fun-filled time for the
entire church family (and any friends you would
like to invite!)! We will gather in the sanctuary at
10:00 am before packing up and following the
star to the third floor for some games, an easy
craft that’s pretty enough to display all year long,
and a special snack. You'll head home with a
happy heart and a blessing for your front door.
Mark your calendar and plan to join the fun! I
can’'t think of a better way to be encouraged to
live as a child of the King of Kings and practice
the rule of His Kingdom!

Join us Saturday,
January 4, 2020
for an Epiphany Party!

10:00 am to Noon
All ages welcome!



PRESCHOOL PAGE

Ginny Westover, Preschool Director

The season of celebration has pmr
begun and we have a lot to cheer :
about in our Pre-K and 3s
classroom! Our students have
learned the daily routine and
continue to grow into a caring

school family. It makes we as
teachers smile to watch the
children greet each other as

friends come into the classroom at
the start of their day and give
“good-bye hugs” at dismissal. The
children are quick to recognize
when a friend is absent and eager
to volunteer to lead the class in
praying for him or her. They also
make sure that the teachers don’t
forget to welcome anyone back
with Fanny Frog’s hopping hugs
and high fives! Our smiles were
extra big when two of our morning
students recently announced that
“a baby is growing inside of
Mommy!” This news was so good
and so important that one of the
students asked if she could come
sit next to the teacher in circle
time and say what was on her
mind! So much to celebrate!

During the month of November we celebrated
God’s goodness to us by taking some time during
our first circle to share something for which we
were thankful. Most often these “somethings”
were “someones” like Mom, Dad, Mimi, Pap,
Brother and Sister. There were also words of
gratitude expressed for dogs, bunnies, a new
video game and a new bed. One morning a
student declared she was “thankful to God for
creating the world.” We came to the realization
that we could spend all day in circle time naming
all that we are thankful for! One recent addition to
the classroom that teachers and students alike
are grateful for is a set of colorful Magnetic Tiles,
purchased by the Preschool Committee. The
children LOVE creating all sorts of geometric
shapes and forming them into buildings of all
sizes. Thank vyou, Committee, for such fun
learning manipulatives! “Book Buddies” is yet
another gift for which we are thankful. Proposed
by the Preschool Committee as an opportunity to

connect church members to the
preschool, this program will
enable each child in the school to
receive a $1 to $2 book from
Scholastic Book Club each
month. Each student has been
sponsored by a member of the
church’s congregation. By the
time you read this newsletter the
children should have their first
book. We are so grateful for the
congregation’s generosity! Look
for a picture of the happy
“ recipients soon, as well as
pictures from “A Peek at Our
Preschool” and “Grandparent’s
Day.” So much to be thankful for!
So much to celebrate!

I

“Giants” was the theme for the
month of November and will carry
into December for a short time
before we focus our learning
activities completely on holiday
happenings. Words like
“enormous,” “gigantic” and
“colossal” started popping up on
the message board and in
conversations. Mighty mountains,
magnificent moose, towering trees
and spectacular skyscrapers elicited “wows” and
“whoahs” and made for some fun learning in our
centers. Icebergs were fascinating to learn about
and finding out what objects would sink or float in
the surrounding cold water was lots of fun, but
both made for “freezing cold fingers!” We could
hardly mention the South and North Pole without
bringing the big guy in the red suit into the
conversation. This, of course, led to talk of
presents and we were back to hearing words like,
“enormous,” “huge” and “gigantic.” These words
could also describe the main event of Christmas.
Truly, Jesus is the best and biggest gift of all! His
birth gives us so much to celebrate!

When school resumes in January after
Christmas vacation we will learn about choices—
wise, kind, and healthy ones—and ways to solve
problems. What better subject to begin the New
Year?! That too, is reason to celebrate!



PRESCHOOL PICTURES




CELEBRATE EPIPHANY WITH US!

What is “epiphany?” An epiphany (from the ancient Greek érmpdavela, epiphanea, "manifestation,
striking appearance") is an experience of a sudden and striking realization. The season of Epiphany
notes the arrival of the three wise men who travel to meet baby Jesus. Their arrival is a striking
realization that all our lives are changed for the better. Jesus was born to transform our lives ~
even the Wise Men's’ lives!

Celebrate this news with us on Saturday, January 4, from 10 AM to 12 noon. All ages are welcome!
Our time will include: The Magi story re-enacted and four stations featuring a star craft, creation of
a home blessing box, experiencing the story through our senses, and a play dough activity will be
provided. Before our time ends, we will enjoy star cookies, a King’s cake, and camel food! There will
also be a photo booth for fun pictures (say, “cheese!”)!

Reservations are appreciated!
RSVP at lewispres@comcast.net or call the church office at 717-248-4561

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU! to all of you who helped to purchase hat and mitten sets for children in our
community! 28 children are warmer on these cold days because of your generosity! It was awesome to
see the smile on the face of one little girl - thrilled with her new pink hat! Thanks again!
Lynn Curry, LPC Backyard representative

THE GREEN CHRISTMAS ENVELOPE has been designated for the Preschool Scholarship Fund.
This will be collected on Communion Sunday, December 1 during worship. Please give generously to help
children who would like to attend our Preschool.

MOTHER HUBBARD'S CUPBOARD—Suggested items for December: Sweet potatoes (canned), instant
potatoes, soup, cereal, fruit, canned/boxed juices and paper products. January: Jelly, Ivory soap,
applesauce, spaghetti, cereal, canned/boxed juices and paper products.

POINSETTIAS: Orders for white poinsettias are being taken now to be placed in the sanctuary
during the Christmas season. The cost for each poinsettia is $7.50 and the deadline
to order is December 8. Order forms are available in the church office or the
narthex of the church. You may also call the church at 717-248-4561 to place an
order.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: There will be a meeting of the congregation (0) MEN
following the worship service on December 15 to elect officers. Please make plans &
to attend. AT NIGHT @

-~

THANK YOU! The first book “"Snowmen at Night” from our Book Buddies was sent
home with the preschool children.




CELEBRATING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS HERE AND THERE @

The Advent season provides a number of opportunities to gather at our church or in the
community as we prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus, the newborn King. You are encouraged to
attend these events as you contemplate what it means to receive our
Emmanuel - God With Us!
Sunday, December 1, 2019

e The Hanging of the Greens Worship Service at Lewistown PC (10:30 AM). Communion will be
celebrated, too.

e Messiah Sing-A-Long at First Presbyterian Church in Hollidaysburg, PA at 2:00 PM, sponsored by
the Academy of Music.

e Grace United Methodist Church Advent Concert (101 Logan St) at 3:00 PM. Local musicians will
present music of this holy season, including Danny Garner and Joan Loewen. Refreshments served.

Sunday, December 8, 2019

e Our children’s choir, under the direction of Leah Riden, will present a holiday-themed music
program during our worship service. Come and hear the children tell the story, “The Christmas
Story: Through the Eyes of the Friendly Beasts”

Saturday, December 14, 2019

e Bethlehem Village at McVeytown Presbyterian Church from 5 PM to 8 PM. Enter the world of
Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth. Perfect for all ages! Roxie, the camel will be present Saturday
night.

Sunday, December 15, 2019

e Bethlehem Village at McVeytown Presbyterian Church from 2 PM to 7 PM. Enter the world of
Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth. Perfect for all ages!

Saturday, December 21, 2019

e West Kish Presbyterian Church (Belleville) Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service at 7 PM. The
Christmas season isn't a joyful time for everyone. Come pray for and with those who hurt
(physically, emotionally, and spiritually) this time of year during this quieter worship service.

Sunday, December 22, 2019

e The chancel choir will present the cantata, “"One Noel: Sing The Song of Christmas,” during the
morning worship service at 10:30 AM. Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ through song!

Tuesday, December 24, 2019

e Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, “The Light of the World,” will be held in the sanctuary at 7 PM.
The service includes the celebration of communion. What a glorious night, what a precious moment,
when we gather as a family in the darkness of the world to sing and to remember and hold our
candles up into the night as we celebrate the light.

Sunday, December 29, 2019

e Merry Christmas! A service of lessons and carols will be provided at 10:30 AM in the
sanctuary. We will celebrate the (second) retirement of Rev. Robert Zorn and offer our
community luncheon to members and friends.

Saturday. January 4, 2020

e People of all ages are welcome to attend an Epiphany Party at the church from 10 AM to 12 noon.
Learn what Epiphany means and celebrate with stars galore, house blessings, and other fun
activities for everyone!

Sunday, January 5, 2020

e Join us for worship at 10:30 am as we celebrate communion together and find our “Star Words!”

Curious what these words mean? Join us to find out more.
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DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS

Liturgists Counters Children’s Chat
1 Sue Garner 1 Lisa Snyder & Lynn Curry 1 Pastor Sarah
8 Lisa Snyder 8 Jack Wilson & Maryann Haines 8 Sue Garner
15 Ginny Westover 15 Kari Cullen & Dave Noss 15 Ginny Westover
22 Annalise Haines 22 Ed Curry & Lonnie Griffith 22 Miranda Shoop
29 Nick Smith 29 Bill Sisson & John Gregory 29 Elaine Siddons
Infants and Nursery Ushers Children’s Church

1 Elaine Siddons
8 Zoe Finan

15 Mercy Westover
22 Annalise Haines
29 Leah Riden

1 Communion

8 Christmas Musical
15 Ginny Westover
22 Cantata

29 Elaine Siddons

Lonnie Griffith (head usher)
Christopher Griffith

Harold & Gerri Aitkin

Larry & Janie Welshans

Acolyte for December

Deacon for the Month Abi Riden

Janie Welshans

JANUARY VOLUNTEERS

Children’s Chat
5 Pastor Sarah
12 Leah Riden
19 Ginny Westover

Liturgists
5 Bill Sisson
12 Paul Olbrich
19 Kevin Kodish

Counters
5 Ed Curry & Lonnie Griffith
12 Lisa Snyder & Lynn Curry
19 Kari Cullen & Bill Sisson

26 Ed Curry 26 Jack Wilson & Maryann Haines 26 Susan Ferguson
Infants and Nursery Ushers Children’s Church
5 Kate Diven Shelly & Kevin Kodish 5 Communion

12 Donis Zagurskie
19 Brett Buchanan
26 Amy Smith

Deacon for the Month
Diane Griffith

Derek Warke
Gloria Runk
Diane Griffith

Acolyte for January
Lucas Garner

12 Leah Riden
19 Ginny Westover
26 Griffith/Cunningham

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Church Family and Friends:
Thank you for joining us in celebrating the baptism of our
daughter, Evelyn “Evie” Rose Merry, on November 10. We very
much appreciate they way you have warmly welcomed us into

i this church community... what a blessing! Evie is enjoying the
book she received from the church on her baptism day. Thank
you, LPC! Please continue to pray for Evie as she walks through

life and grows in faith.

Blessings,
Tara and Ryan Merry




FINANCIAL REPORT

From Church Treasurer, Susan L. Ferguson

ST EWARDSH [P

SHARING THEGIFES WE HAVE

-

Jan - Oct 19 Budget % of Budget
Income
BUDGETED INCOME 169,601.57 211,915.00 80.03%
INVESTMENT INCOME 105,789.70 135,850.00 77.87%
Total Income 275,391.27 347,765.00 79.19%
Expense
BENEVOLENCE 13,960.30 30,000.00 45.48%
MINISTRY OF THE WORD 60,432.68 86,647.00 69.75%
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 2,066.57 5,700.00 36.26%
MUSIC AND WORSHIP 1,812.90 2,450.00 74.0%
PROPERTY 39,856.65 54,800.00 72.73%
ADMINISTRATION 18,742.62 25,531.00 73.41%
PERSONNEL 100,818.52 137,187.00 73.49%
FELLOWSHIP 1,933.11 1,800.00 124.95%
PRESCHOOL 1,207.67 3,650.00 33.09%
Total Expense 240,831.02 347,765.00 69.25%
NET INCOME 34,560.25 Oct 31, marks 83.3% of the year to date

NOMINATING COMMITTEES

Please keep our Pastor Nominating and Congregational Nominating Committees in your prayers.

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)
Carole Auker, Lynn Curry, Ruth Fisher, Sue Garner, Diane Griffith,
Carl Haldeman, Kathy Hardin, Lisa Snyder, Larry Welshans with COM Liaison Rev. Scott Andrews

Congregational Nominating Committee
Elder Lisa Snyder (Chairperson), Elder Ed Curry (Vice-Chairperson), Deacon Diane Griffith
At-Large: Kari Cullen, David Eichenlaub, Kris Hill and Ginny Westover

The LPC Session has approved the following meetings for December. . .

Thursday, Dec 12 at 6:30 PM: Joint Session & Deacons meeting in the Baraca Room.
New officers will be examined.

Sunday, Dec 15, at 11:30 AM: An after worship congregational meeting to approve
nominees to Session, Deacons, and other church committees.
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Lewistown Presbyterian Church
17 East Third Street .
Lewistown, PA 17044 i

LEWISTOWN Co CHURCH

Address Correction Requested =
Presbyterian

q the light of the gospel 1785

Please contact us if you would like more information.
Phone: 717-248-4561

Email: lewispres@comcast.net
Visit us at Website: www.lewistownpresbyterian.org
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