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JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTION!

FAMILY EASTER EVENT
Saturday, March 31, 8:45 AM—11:45 AM

Join us as kids and their families and friends travel
through five stations wuniquely designed to
encourage thinking and get families talking about
the final events of Jesus life here on earth. We will
experience the excitement surrounding Jesus’
arrival in Jerusalem, the significance of the Last
Supper, the darkness at Gethsemane, the sacrifice
Jesus made on the cross, and the joy of His
resurrection. Hands on learning with take home
activities to continue your journey with Jesus at
home. Walk with Jesus begins at 8:45 AM and will
conclude at 11:45 AM. Walk with Jesus will
incorporate our traditional Easter Egg hunt so there
will be no separate egg hunt this year.

EASTER MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, April 1; 7:30 and 10:30 AM

7:30 At the Cemetery

Meet at Mount Rock Cemetery at 7:30 AM for a
short service to consider the joy and wonder of
those who, visiting his grave, discovered that
Jesus had risen from the dead! Come for songs,
scripture, fellowship and refreshments.

10:30 In the Sanctuary

Our worship service at our regular time will
celebrate the risen Lord with joyful hymns and
praise songs, children’s bells, chancel choir
anthem, the baptism of Cillian Joseph Finan, and
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.



PASTOR’S PAGE

From Pastor James Thomas

Joseph of Cyprus
had a very important
role in the early
church. Although you
probably know him
better as Barnabas,
the nickname given to
him by the apostles.
Barnabas means “son
of encouragement.”

Barnabas first
appears in Acts 4:36
when he brings a gift
to the early church.
He appears again in Acts 9 when the disciples are
struggling about whether or not to trust the
veracity of the Apostle Paul’'s conversion.
Barnabas encourages them to believe him based
on the evidence of God’s work in him. In Acts 11,
Barnabas arrives in Antioch and when he, “saw
what the grace of God had done, he was glad and
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord
with all their hearts.” Acts chapters 11 through 14
recount the shared ministry of Paul and Barnabas.
But in Acts 15, Paul and Barnabas find themselves
at odds over John Mark, a potential partner in
ministry who had previously disappointed Paul.
Barnabas wants to give him another chance, while
Paul does not. This leads Paul and Barnabas to
part ways. Barnabas takes John Mark with him on
a missionary journey to Cyprus and Paul takes
Silas to Syria. As the account progresses, there is
no indication that Barnabas had chosen poorly. In
fact, we read in 2 Timothy 4:11 Paul asking
Timothy to bring John Mark for a visit, because,
“he is helpful to me in my ministry.” Had Barnabas
not encouraged John Mark to continue in ministry,
Paul and the church would have been poorer for it.

Encouragement is very important! Have you
ever received one of those notes or comments
that buoyed your spirit? Some people, like
Barnabas, seem to be gifted with the ability to
encourage others. It is a wonderful and necessary
gift! Yet should we leave the task of
encouragement only to those rare few to whom it
comes naturally? I do not think so! We all know
the value of being encouraged, and no one is
unable to give encouragement. So I believe we
are all called to encourage each other! In 1
Thessalonians 5:11, Paul tells the believers to,
“encourage one another and build each other up.”

Here are a number of ways you can bring
encouragement to others:

Speak words of
encouragement:

“Pleasant words
bring healing to the
bones.” (Proverbs
16:24). We often
worry how our words
will be received and
there are many
people who do not
appear to receive
positive  comments
very well. However,
as awkward as they
seem to be receiving
your words, it is highly likely that under the
surface, your words are blessing them deeply.

Write a note: The hand-written note is almost a
lost art. But is shouldn’t be. While positive
comments on social media are helpful, written
notes of encouragement are powerful! I confess
that I have a box in which I keep every
encouraging note I've ever received. Sometimes,
when I'm feeling down and wondering if my life
and work matters, I read through those notes and
am reminded that I have indeed had a positive
impact in peoples’ lives.

Be present: “Parakaleo” is a Greek word for
encouragement. It is made up of the root word
“kaleo” which means “called” and the prefix “para”
which means “alongside.” The power of presence
is undeniable.

One key to effective encouragement is to be
specific. While general words of encourage-
ment are helpful, specific words are far more so. If
someone has helped you or inspired you in a
specific way, let them know! The specificity will
give your words much more power.

Let us covenant to establish a spirit of
encouragement in our church! Garrett Kell writes,
“When encouragement is absent from the life of a
church people will feel unloved, unimportant,
useless and forgotten. God knows his people are
in need of grace-filled reminders, so he calls us to
‘encourage one another daily’ (Hebrews 3:13).” I
think we know how valuable our sisters and
brothers in Christ are to us, but the question we
should ask ourselves is—do they know it?! Let us
not assume that others know how much we value
them. Let’s tell them!

Encouragement brings life. It is like oxygen for
the soul. Who can you encourage today?



FOLLOWING CHRIST’'S CALL THROUGH LIFE’'S JOURNEY

Rev. Robert Zorn

No doubt we have all heard and noticed large
flocks of wild geese which have been flying north
to their summer nesting grounds. It is a welcome
sign of spring. In their migration we take hope
that our cold winter will soon evolve into the
warmer days of spring and summer. Secretly, we
may take some comfort that we are at mid-route,
and not at either end of the goose migration.

For several days recently a single wild goose
flew up and down and back and forth across our
valley. It called a plaintive call as it flew, as if
looking for a flock to join and continue it's
journey. We can only guess why it was lost from
the rest. Perhaps a strong wind blew it off course
or it may have been distracted by something on
the ground. It is gone now; may we hope for a
happy reunion.

People get lost, too. Jesus spoke of the lost
(prodigal) son, the lost sheep and lost souls.

This happens when strong forces or
tempting  distractions, which come into our
awareness by our Christian family, may idle away
our time on “Forgetful Green,” as in Pilgrim’s
Progress.

Easter will welcome demonstrations of a large
number of believers all following the call of the
risen Christ. We must continue in His footsteps
through all the seasons of our lives. And let us
listen for the cries of those who may be lost.

THE LONE WILD BIRD
Presbyterian Hymnal, page #320

The lone wild bird

In lofty flight,

Is still with Thee,
Nor leaves Thy sight.

The ends of earth
Are in Thy hand,
The sea’s dark deep
And far off land.

And I am Thine!

I rest in Thee,
Great Spirit come,
And rest in me.

Henry Richard

McFayden - 1925 ﬁi L. 4.4
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OUR FRIENDS IN CARE FACILITIES

Remember those in Care Facilities this Easter. Drop a card in the mail to any or all of our

friends in nursing homes or rehab centers.
Valley View Retirement Community
4702 E Main St, Belleville, PA 17004
e Mary Lou Ingram
e Jack Irrgang
e Ev Wilde (Ray Wilde’'s mother)
Valley View Rehab
4702 E Main Street, Belleville, PA 17004
e Jackie Botteicher
William Penn Nursing Home
163 Summit Dr, Lewistown, PA 17044
e Frank Moist
Ohesson Manor
276 Green Ave, Lewistown, PA 17044
¢ Etta Majestic
e Mary Barger

Shirley Home For the Aged

17050 Country View Ln, Shirleysburg, PA 17260

e Carl Knepp

Hearthside Nursing & Rehab Center
450 Waupelani Dr, State College, PA 16801
e Mary McClellan
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Locust Grove Retirement Village
69 Cottage Rd, Mifflin, PA 17058
e Doris Hoverter
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PRESCHOOL NEWS

From Ginny Westover, Assistant Teacher

Everybody has an
“off” day every once
in a while. You know
the kind I mean;
those occasional
days when you begin
the morning by
pouring orange juice
on your cereal, then
slide  behind the
steering wheel and
realize you still have
bedroom slippers on
your feet.... My oldest

daughter recently
reminded me about
the time 1 put Desitin on my toothbrush

(fortunately, it never made it to my teeth!)!
These kind of moments are usually good for a
laugh! Thanks in large part to Dr. Seuss, author
of some of the best-loved children’s books on the
market, the nursery and preschool classes have
enjoyed lots of laughs over the past several
weeks (and learned a lot at the same time)!

Preschool classes began Dr. Seuss’ birthday
celebration a couple of days early with something
new: Wacky Wednesday. This rather crazy day
turned out to be a lot of fun and a great time of
learning! “It all began with that shoe on the wall...
A shoe on the wall, shouldn’t be there at all! Then
I looked up and I said, "Oh, man!” And that’s how
Wacky Wednesday began.” So begins the book,
Wacky Wednesday. When our students walked
through the curtain of streamers hanging from
the classroom door they were greeted not only by
a shoe on the wall, but by an umbrella on the
ceiling, beanbag chairs on top of the dividing wall,
a palm tree by the workbench, an upside down
table with shoes on its legs, a scrambled
snowman and lots more! Not only did our
classroom look wacky, the teachers and students
did too! From the moment their day began, the
children’s observation and thinking skills were
being put to full use. Upside down and missing
calendar numbers gave opportunity for numeral
recognition and ordering practice. And what
happens when you sit on a mat that’s face down?
You turn it over and figure out whose mat you
have! What a great opportunity to practice initial
and ending letter sounds! It didn't take long for
everyone to get back to their own mat! The letter
of the day was “W” (of course!). Mrs. Powell had
created a fun practice paper to do at project time.
The children’s job was to cut out a number of
picture squares, determine which began with the

sound “W” makes,
and glue the picture
either onto the great

big “W” (for those
pictures that did
begin with “W”) or

onto the great big
trash can (for those
pictures that did
not). We finished the
day with a visit from
Pastor Jim and his
Cat in the Hat red

and white striped
stove pipe head
topper (he was

dressed wacky, too!). A few lucky duckies and a
quick moving fella heard Pastor Jim read sitting
under the umbrella!

Nursery school students enjoyed some of
Wednesday’s wackiness on Thursday. They were
quick to notice the silly, mixed up snowman and
got a chuckle from the "“Japanese hat” on
Clifford’s head. The children were not too many
minutes into playtime when the excited cries of
“Teacher, Teacher! Come see this!” rang across
the room. Soon there was quite a gathering at the
sink and lots of chatter about the critters in the
soap container. “Is that bug real or plastic?” “How
did that frog get in there?” “"How are we going to
get him out?!” Good questions, we're just not
sure what the answers are to some of them! But
even Dr. Seuss didn’t have all the answers..."why
are they glad, and sad, and bad? (speaking of the
fish in One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish). I
don't know, go ask your dad!” Silly, non-sensical
rhyming words are always fun to repeat and they
open another pathway toward beginning reading
success.

It's one thing for things to /ook wacky and
words to sound wacky, but another thing all
together when people act wacky. At Chapel Time
this month, Pastor Jim read to us from the Bible
about people who wanted to kill Jesus and had
Him nailed to a cross to die. Then Pastor Jim told
us that even though Jesus could have stopped the
people from crucifying Him, He chose to die and
receive the punishment that our sins deserved so
that we would not have to. That may seem rather
wacky... Why would One who did not deserve
God’s judgement willingly receive the judgement
that our sins deserve? The Bible says that “God
demonstrates His love for us in this: while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans
5:8). That is the most wonderful wacky there is!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMUNIQUE

From CE Director, Ginny Westover

At just about the same time every year, two
events take place that have become much looked
forward to annual gatherings among the 18 and
under population here at Lewistown Presbyterian
Church. These two happenings look vastly
different from each other in size, structure and
student dynamics, but they share the same
purpose: growing kids deeper in their relationship
with Jesus. Here's a glimpse of what goes on at
each.

During the first weekend of March each year,
the downtown Harrisburg Hilton is overrun with
around 500 teenagers and their leaders. IMPACT
is the drawing card. This high energy youth
conference is sponsored by Central Pennsylvania
Youth Ministries (CPYM). Its name defines its
purpose: to impact teens with the gospel of Jesus
Christ; and, in turn, challenge teens to make an
impact on their friends and family. This year, six
of our youth and six youth from McVeytown
Presbyterian traveled together to IMPACT.

We caravanned to the Hilton Friday evening.
Once the registration process was completed and
kids, suitcases, and snacks had found their
assigned rooms, it was off to the first session of
the weekend! Elevators morphed into sardine
cans and stairways clogged with students until all
converged on the main auditorium. Here, CPYM
leaders Mark and Danny (who never grow old) got
the kids pumped with crazy icebreakers and
introduced the band. Hand clapping, foot
stomping praise songs gave way to quieter
worship before the speaker stepped onto the
stage.

This year, California youth pastor, Neil Hoffman
challenged the kids to push back against what
culture says and push “pause” before acting on
their feelings; always looking to the truth of God
revealed in the Bible to define who they are and
what really matters. Break-out seminars Saturday
morning and afternoon reinforced Neil’s message
and gave lots of food for thought on other
pertinent topics like relationships, addictions,
technology and sharing your faith.

One of the highlights of the weekend was the
time spent de-briefing together. Usually this was
in the evening, after the sessions. There was good
conversation and sharing about what God was
impressing on hearts, followed by a time to pray
together before heading to bed. It was also a time
to see how our group contest was going.

McVeytown’s Youth leader, Dave, had put
together a fun photo scavenger hunt that sent the
kids all over the hotel. The result? Among other
things, LPC Youth brought home a purple light-up
cowboy hat (ask one of the Youth for the back
story) and the prize winning team! Way to go,
Annalise and Skyler!

The remaining challenge, of course, is for the
kids to live out what they learned and keep what
God did in the forefront of their thinking now that
they’re home. Here are a few thoughts about the
weekend from some of our Youth: “Everyone was
so nice and so open.” “It was an inspiring,
renewing, spiritual experience.” “I am less shy
about my faith now.” “I feel closer to God.” "It
was exhilarating to feel the presence of God!” "I
definitely developed a stronger bond with God
after straying away.” Please continue to pray for
our Youth as they face daily pressures that
challenge their commitment to Christ.

A number of the Youth jumped from IMPACT
into helping with Kidz Klub, a weekly VBS-type
program for the younger set. This year, the
Christian Education Committee decided to
combine two objectives into one and make
Communion instruction a part of 2018’s Lenten
Kidz Klub. This necessitated coming up with our
own curriculum. The result was “Living the Lord’s
Supper.” For the past four weeks, an average of
14 children have been using their imaginations
and stepping back into Bible times. The journey
has taken them to Jerusalem for the annual
Passover celebration. Along the way, the children
have learned about God’s first rescue of his
people from slavery in Egypt. They’ve learned
how the Israelites had to trust God and obey his
directives to put blood of a slain lamb on their
doorposts in order to be saved from death.
They’ve stomped grapes and made bread without
leaven in preparation for their own Passover meal.
By the time this newsletter is published, the kids
will have participated in Jesus’ Last Supper and
learned where our present day celebration of
Communion began. They, along with their
parents, will have had the opportunity to receive
the sacrament. Through all of these weeks, our
prayer and greatest desire has been for each child
to see Jesus as the Lamb of God who died to take
away their sin and to receive this amazing gift of
life. This is the hope and aim of each lesson, each
youth or children’s program, and each family
event here at Lewistown Presbyterian Church.



YOUTH IMPACT 2018
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APRIL FAMILIES OF THE WEEK

To get to know each other better, we asked our families of the week to tell us about themselves:

Larry and Kathy Boop

Kathy works in insurance at Kish Bank. Larry is
retired. He previously worked for the Mifflin
County School District and Standard Steel. Larry
and Kathy have four children, and like spending
time with their grandchildren. They also just
brought home a black Labrador dog. They have
enjoyed being at our church.

Sherri Botteicher

Sherri likes to walk, watch television, and do
things with her family. She is also a big fan of
Penn State football and the Lady Lions.

Nancy Bowman

Nancy is retired after working at the Mifflin-
Juniata County Day Treatment Center, a day-
time psychiatric program. Her late husband Bob
was a football coach at Lewistown High School
and a principal at Kishacoquillas High School.
She and Bob travelled the United States after
they retired. Nancy likes keeping in touch with
her two children and going to lunch with friends,
and greatly appreciates her wonderful neighbors
and friends from our church. She enjoys visits by
Rev. Jim Thomas and Rev. Bob Zorn. She also
thanks church members who stop by and think of
her. She emphasizes that there are lots of
wonderful people in our church.

Marsha Soult

Marsha is retired from being a teacher, school
administrator, educational consultant and
superintendent. She enjoys learning about Civil
War issues and follows politics closely. She loves
our church. It has always been a great source of

inspiration and nurture for her. She wrote the
historical play the was used for our two-
hundredth anniversary celebration and reprised
for our 225th. She is glad to be part of the
Lewistown Presbyterian Church.

Jim and Devon Thomas

Jim has been our pastor for over nine years.
Previous to that, he was the Associate Pastor at
the Central Presbyterian Church of Downingtown,
Pennsylvania and Youth Director at the First
Presbyterian church of Duluth, Minnesota. Devon
is an academic advisor in the Department of
Human Development and Family Studies at Penn
State. Jim and Devon like to travel and go
kayaking at the Thomas family’s cottage along
the Juniata near Millerstown. They both greatly
enjoy singing in the choir, and going on church
mission trips, including the mission trip to
Guatemala this past June. They both agree that
their favorite thing about Lewistown Presbyterian
is the people! Jim is also very grateful for our
wonderful church staff.

Gary and Barbara Treaster

Gary works at Lewistown Cabinet, and Barbara
works at her family’s business: Wilson’s Meats
and Groceries. They like going to NASCAR drag
races, hiking in the mountains, and going to
North Carolina to see their grandchildren. They
have two children: Tyler who is a U.S. Marine
currently living in North Carolina and Dana who
lives in Brooklyn, New York. They appreciate the
kindness of the people of Lewistown Presbyterian
where Barbara’s parents were active members.

BACKYARD MINISTRIES

Cookie Bakers Needed!

marked on the bag.

Backyard Ministries has asked our
church family if we can support their ministry by making cookies for
Backyard families. As many of you know, in the past we have made
quarts of food for families once a month. While the hot (or cold) food
was greatly appreciated, it is hard to transport, and keep at the right
temperature. Cookies can be made in the comfort of your own home
then placed in the container in the church freezer marked “Backyard
Cookies.” If you could package the cookies in bags of 6, with the date

Kevin will pick up and distribute the cookies, on the 4™ Tuesday of the month. The cookies are more
than food to nourish; they are a connection to the families who have children coming to Backyard Club
to learn about Jesus. Please consider helping with this outreach to our community. ~Lynn Curry
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FINANCIAL REPORT

From Church Treasurer, Susan L. Ferguson

Jan - Feb 2018

INCOME

BUDGETED INCOME 33,846.82
INVESTMENT INCOME 11,484.12
TOTAL INCOME 45,330.94
EXPENSE
BENEVOLENCE 71.80
MINISTRY OF THE WORD 15,398.55
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 1,707.49
MUSIC AND WORSHIP 50.81
PROPERTY 8,148.15
ADMINISTRATION 2,184.76
PERSONNEL 12,040.33
FELLOWSHIP 170.27
PRESCHOOL 6,473.78
CAPITAL RESERVE 833.33
TOTAL EXPENSE 47,079.27
NET INCOME -1,748.33

Budget

217,582.00
139,100.00
356,682.00

30,000.00
103,652.00
5,600.00
2,350.00
52,231.00
27,902.00
92,900.00
1,800.00
35,247.00
5,000.00
356,682.00

% of Budget

15.56%
8.26%

12.71%

0.24%
14.86%
30.49%

2.16%

15.6%

7.83%
12.96%

9.46%
18.37%
16.67%

13.2%

(Note: February 28

marks 16.66% of
year to date)

VOLUNTEERS FOR APRIL

Children’s Chat
1 Devon Thomas
8 Kari Cullen
15 Sue Garner
22 Lynn Curry
29 Jim Thomas

Liturgists
1 Sue Garner

8 Bill Sisson
15 Ginny Westover
22 Annalise Haines

29 Miranda Shoop

Counters
1 Ed Curry & Lonnie Griffith
8 Brad Siddons & Bill Sisson
15 Lisa Snyder & Dale Snyder
22 Kari Cullen & Ginny Westover
29 Maryann Haines & David Noss

Deacon for the Month
Ginny Westover

Children’s Church
1 Elaine Siddons
8 Leah Noerr
15 Sue Garner
22 Lynn Curry
29 Gerri Aitkin

Infants/Toddlers/Preschool

1 Ginny Westover

8
15
22

Karen McCurdy & Riley Cullen
Bret Buchanan & Alex Garner
Leah Riden & Margo Reeder

29 Donis Zagurskie & Jimmy Zagurskie

Ushers
Glenn Snyder (lead usher)
Lisa Snyder
Dale Henry
Esther Henry
Bob and Jean Patton

Acolyte
Noerr children



SESSION NOTES

The regular meeting of the Session of the
Lewistown Presbyterian Church was held
3/15/18, at 7:00 PM in the Baraca Room and
accomplished the following:

e Pastor Thomas led opening devotions using
Hebrews 10:19-25, followed by a time of
joys and concerns along with prayer.

e Received thank you notes from Mifflin
County Music Boosters for the use of the
building and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance for our contributions.

e Approved the use of the Baraca Room and
Parlor for Art Classes to be held on
Wednesdays beginning 4/4 and ending
5/9/18.

e Approved the use of kitchen and Baraca
Room on Friday 2/8/19 from 12 N - 9:00
PM, Saturday 2/9/19 from 8:00 AM - 8:00
PM and Sunday 2/10/19 from 12 N - 6:00
PM.

e Approved repairs to the drainage outside of
the parlor at the cost of $5,520 using
Cornerstone Waterproofing of Reedsville.
Funds to be paid through the Capital
Reserve.

e Acknowledged that Elder Karen McCurdy will
be the Elder Commissioner at the 4/17/18
presbytery meeting to be held at the Milroy
Church.

e Approved Bushman Landscaping to do the
lawn service. Approved the removal of
leaves and cleaning of beds, clean-up and
installation of landscape fabric and river
stone by the Third Street door, and adding
soil and grass in front of the smaller sign.

e Acknowledged with gratitude the painting of
the choir room.

e Approved church participation in the Faith
Festival on Saturday, 5/19/18 from 10:00
AM - 2:00 PM.

e Approved an Adult Mission Trip to Puerto
Rico for hurricane relief sometime in the fall
of 2018. The exact dates and mission
organization are yet to be decided.

e Agreed to sponsor one elementary or junior
high student and one high school student
through BuildingGuate’s program of student
sponsorship.

e Heard the progress of Lenten Kids Club and
learned that 16 children have been
participating. The Christian Education
committee also reported the need for
volunteers to participate in the Easter
Family Event on March 31.

e Received the February Financial Report

e Acknowledged receipt of a $12,000 in
memory of Burnette Runkle from her family
and $2,000 from the Linda Benner Estate.

e Approved allowing the Stewardship
Committee to enter into a new lease for the
office copier.

e Preschool graduations will be at 7:00 PM on
5/24/18 (AM Class) & 5/25/18 (PM Class).

e Acknowledged that 34 students have been
registered for preschool and 15 for Nursery
School for the 2018—2019 school year.

e Approved moving the white board from the
nursery room to the preschool room.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD: The package the items is in the narthex of the church.
suggested donations for April are: Jelly, peanut You may call the church office for more
butter, macaroni, cereal, fruit, canned/boxed information, 717-248-4561. Volunteers from the

juices and paper products.

SENIOR PRESBYTERIAN LADIES: Our Senior
Presbyterian Ladies invite you to the Honey Creek
Inn every first Wednesday of the month at 11:30
AM for good food and fellowship. We would love to
have you come out and join us! Our first lunch this
year will be Wednesday, April 4.

GIFTS OF LOVE: Information about what to
provide for Hygiene and School kits and how to

10

Huntingdon Presbytery will deliver the kits to the

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance distribution
center.
WAYS TO BE INVOLVED 1IN PRAYER:

Email requests to lewispres@comcast.net, join the
prayer chain by calling Margie Smith at 248-
0427 or email Margie at mcsmithl2@verizon.net,
join us at 11:30 AM on Mondays in the Baraca
Room, join us at 11:30 AM on Thursdays in the
counting room, use the prayer guide in the
bulletin in your daily prayers.
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Lewistown Presbyterian Church
17 East Third Street .
Lewistown, PA 17044 e

LEWISTOWN CHURCH

Address Correction Requested Presby'l'erian

of the gospel info the heart of| 1785
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Announcements 10
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Contact us at 717-248-4561, or lewispres@comcast.net. Check out our web site www. lewistownpresbyterian.org or find us on Facebook!
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